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Article 1   The Regulations are based on the University Law and its enforcement 

regulations, the Degree Conferment Law and its enforcement regulations, 

and related regulations of the University’s Statutes. 

 

Article 2   The Regulations apply to all graduate students of the University, unless 

otherwise stipulated by the law. 

 

Article 3   Graduate students who, upon approval by the chairpersons of their 

departments or institutes, have chosen their dissertation advisers must 

provide two copies of the agreement from the advisers, one of the copies 

to be sent to their own departments (institutes), and the other to the 

Curriculum Section under the Office of the Academic Affairs.  

 

Article 4   Doctoral students who meet the following descriptions shall become a 

doctoral candidate: 

 

1. Having completed all required doctoral courses. 

 

2. Having passed the doctoral qualification examination. 

 

3. Other requirements set by respective departments (institutes). 

 

The content and method for the aforementioned qualification examination 

and other requirements described in the preceding paragraph shall be 

determined by the respective departments (institutes).   

 

Article 5   Master’s students who have completed all required courses, and doctoral 

candidates may submit their dissertations within the required period. 

After the departments (institutes) confirm their eligibility, the students 



may apply to take the oral defense. 

 

Article 6   After confirming the graduate student’s eligibility for the oral defense, 

the department (institute) may by December 31 of the first semester, or 

by May 31 of the second semester propose a schedule for the oral defense. 

The proposal must be attached with related documents, as well as details 

concerning the examination’s time, place, method, and list of committee 

members the department (institute) wishes to employ. The proposal must 

be submitted to the Office of Academic Affairs and confirmed by the 

Dean of Academic Affairs. 

 

Article 7   Graduate students who wish to take the oral defense must follow all the 

schedules and regulations when submitting the following documents to 

their departments (institutes).  

 

1. An oral defense application form as well as a letter of consent from the 

adviser. 

 

2. A full transcript. (For required courses that are expected to be 

completed in the current semester, a photocopy of the course selection 

list for the semester must be attached.) 

 

3. A copy of both the dissertation and the abstract. 

 

(a) The dissertation (including the abstract). 

 

(b) Dissertations for which degrees have been conferred in Taiwan or 

overseas shall not be submitted for the oral defense.    

  

(c) For graduate students in fine arts or applied technology programs, 

their dissertations may be a work of creative art, an exhibition with 

a written report, or a technical report. The alternative dissertation in 

the form of a written report or technical report must also come with 

an abstract. 

  

(4) The definition of fine arts and applied technology programs 

mentioned in the Regulations shall be determined by respective 

departments (institutes) in accordance with the major fields of 



study. 

 

Article 8    The oral defense shall follow the procedures described below:  

 

1. Forming a committee for the master’s and doctoral oral defense.  

 

2. The oral defense takes the form of an oral examination; when 

necessary, a written examination may be arranged. 

 

3. When necessary, the oral defense may take the form of exhibitions or 

stage performances to be conducted at the site of the exhibitions or 

performances. 

 

4. The schedule of the oral defense or on-site exhibition or performance 

examination shall be announced beforehand, and the examination 

shall be open to auditing. 

 

Article 9    The committee for master’s degrees shall be formed by three to five 

members, and the committee for doctoral degrees shall be formed by 

five to nine members, to be employed by the University President. 

Outside members of the committee (including the University’s adjunct 

teachers) must account for more than one third of the entire committee 

membership, and the University President shall designate one of the 

committee members as its convener. However, the dissertation adviser 

of the student may not serve as the convener.   

 

In order to maintain the fairness of the oral defense, the graduate 

students and the advisers or committee members must not be spouses, 

former spouses, blood relatives from the first to fourth degree, or 

in-laws from the first to third degree.   

 

Article 10    The committee members must attend the exam in person and may not 

send a proxy. A master’s oral defense must be attended by at least three 

committee members; a doctoral oral defense must be attended by at 

least five committee members. Of the attending committee members, 

at least one third must be outside members for the examination to 

proceed. 

 



Article 11    Master’s degree committee members, in addition to being experts in 

the field of study related to the graduate student’s dissertations, work 

of creative art, exhibition, performance or technical report, must 

possess one of the following qualifications:  

 

1. Those who have been a professor or associate professor. 

 

2. Those who are members of the Academia Sinica, or those who have 

been researchers or associate researchers at the Academia Sinica. 

 

3. Those who hold a doctoral degree and are well-known for their 

academic achievements. 

 

4. Those whose fields of study are rare or special and are well-known 

for their academic achievements.  

 

The criteria for employing committee members described in the third 

and fourth subparagraphs of the preceding paragraph shall be 

determined by the departments (institutes).  

 

Article 12    Doctoral degree committee members, apart from being experts in the 

field of study related to the doctoral student’s dissertation, work of 

creative art, exhibition, performance or technical report, must possess 

one of the following qualifications:   

 

1. Those who have been a professor. 

 

2. Those who are members of the Academia Sinica, or those who have 

been researchers at the Academia Sinica 

 

3. Those who have been associate professors or associate researchers at 

the Academia Sinica, and are well-known for their academic 

achievements. 

 

4. Those who hold a doctoral degree and are well-known for their 

academic achievements.  

 

5. Those whose fields of study are rare or special and are well-known 



for their academic achievements. 

 

The criteria for employing committee members described in the third to 

fifth subparagraphs of the preceding paragraph shall be determined by 

the departments (institutes). 

 

Article 13   The grading of the oral defense shall meet the following requirements: 

 

1. The oral defense must be graded and it may be graded only once. 

 

2. The passing grade for the oral defense is 70 and the perfect grade is 

100. The final grade is the average of the grades given by the 

committee members. The candidate fails if half (or more) of the 

committee members in a master’s degree examination, and one third 

(or more) of the committee members in a doctoral degree examination, 

determine so.   

 

3. Plagiarism or cheating, once confirmed by the master’s or doctoral 

committee, shall result in failure. 

 

4. The oral defense must be held before the end of the semester (based 

on the University calendar) in which the graduate students submit the 

examination application. If the oral defense cannot, for any reason, be 

completed in the semester, the students must apply for its withdrawal 

before the aforementioned deadline for taking the oral defense. 

Failure to apply for withdrawal shall be considered a fail.  

 

5. Graduate students who have passed the oral defense but failed to 

achieve the necessary credits expected for the semester shall see their 

oral defense results disregarded. 

 

Article 14    Graduate students who have passed the oral defense must submit a 

copy of their dissertations bearing the approval signatures of the 

committee members to the University’s Office of Academic Affairs 

before the day indicated in the University calendar for class to start in 

the next semester. Those who fail to meet the deadline, but who have 

not yet reached the maximum length of study, must complete the 

registration and payment in the next semester, submit the dissertations, 



and complete the procedures for leaving school by the deadline, so that 

they may graduate. The official date of graduation will fall in the 

semester where they submit the dissertations. Those who have failed to 

submit the dissertations when they reach the maximum length of study 

shall be regarded as having failed the oral defense and shall be 

withdrawn from the University accordingly.    

 

Article 15    Those who have failed the oral defense but have not yet reached the 

maximum length of study may retake the oral defense in the next 

semester or next school year. However, the oral defense may be 

retaken only once. 

 

Article 16    When graduate students who have passed the oral defense complete  

the procedures for leaving school, they have to submit copies of their 

dissertations that meet the follow requirements: 

 

1. Each copy of the dissertation must be attached with a page bearing a 

letter of authorization for its publication, and a page bearing the 

approval signatures of the committee members. 

 

2. Two copies of the dissertation (including related documents, 

videotapes, audio-recordings, and optical discs) shall be submitted 

together to the Library and another copy to the Registration Section 

of the Office of Academic Affairs, which will then forward it to the 

National Central Library. The number of copies that the department 

(institute) may want to keep shall be determined by the department 

(institute) and indicated in the oral defense rules set by the 

department (institute). Copies of documents and materials related to 

all alternative forms of dissertation shall be submitted in accordance 

with the Regulations, as well as rules set by the departments 

(institute). All graduate students must submit the required copies of 

dissertations, so that they can complete the procedures for leaving 

school.  

 

Article 17    The requirements for dissertations, as well as the criteria for evaluation, 

shall be determined by the respective departments (institutes).  

 

Article 18    The University shall revoke the degree that it has conferred if 



plagiarism or cheating is confirmed to have played a part in the making 

of the dissertation, work of creative art, exhibition, performance, 

written report, or technical report. The degree certificate shall also be 

annulled. Any violation of the law shall be dealt with accordingly. 

 

Article 19    Any circumstances not described in the Regulations shall be subject to 

the University Law and its enforcement regulations, the Degree 

Conferment Law and its enforcement regulations, and related 

regulations in the TNUA Statutes. 

 

Article 20    The Regulations shall be implemented after approval by the Academic 

Affairs Meeting, and reported to the Ministry of Education for 

reference. The same procedure shall apply to future revisions. 


