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In the Chinese view a building is not smply something that sits upon the ground to serve asa
convenient site for human activity. It is an intervention in the universe; and that universeis
composed of the physical environment and men and the relationships among men. Men are
bonded to the physical environment, working good or ill upon it and being done good or ill to
by it. Moreover, when a man puts up a building he inserts something into the landscape and
between him and his neighbors. It follows that risks attend his enterprise and he must take
precautions. The physical universe is alive with forces that, on the one side, can be shaped
and brought fruitfully to bear on a dwelling and those who livein it, and, on the other side,
can by oversight or mismanagement be made to react disastrously. But the very act of siting
and constructing a house to one's own advantage may be to the detriment of others.
Modifications in the landscape reverberate. So that, in principle, every act of construction
disturbs a complex balance of forces within a system made up of nature and society, and it
must be made to produce a new balance of forces lest evil follow. Chinese are frightened by
the act of building —and they are wary, too, of the tricks that carpenters and masons can play
on them.



