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What do we understand by the expression “New Media” What does it
actually cover According to the theorist, Lev Manovitch, in his work
The Language of New Media, New Media certainly covers digital media
(videotapes and soundtracks, CD ROMs, hard disks, websites), and it also
covers old media such as cinema, that has been converted to digital for
broadcasting purposes.
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Atopia is a non-place, unconstrained by borders, due to the
politico-economic dynamism of globalization. The disappearance of
boundaries the mixing and merging of cultures, virtual space shaped by
technology, and transnational consumption and production  means no
single identity can account for contemporary spatial configurations. Yet an
atopia does not necessarily assure individual freedom. No longer the
expressions of pure will and desire, our bodies are marked by the
regulation of individual life by the combined powers of the new empire.
The omnipresence of this condition makes true individualism possible,
through the self-empowering recreation and rewriting of identities.

Atopia also means that a place cannot be placed, or simply be
not-a-place. The impossibility of legitimate representations makes atopia a
state of de facto without de jure a place without its name can only be
attended as an exception. Anachronistic histories and dislocated sites all
assume the status of atopias. One can envisage that Taiwan is a
non-national nation, or a nation without nationality, yet neither post-nation
nor pre-nation: in short, an atopian state par excellence. Its name as listed
in international settings is confusingly inconsistent and endlessly
reinvented: Taiwan (ROC), China (Taiwan), China(Taipeil), Taipei/China,
Taipei, Chinese Taipei, and so on. Within these brackets, slashes, and
aliases, an atopiaperforms  in-the-name-of-other-names i.e., to clamiits
identity through différance, not difference. Its true identity has
aways-adready been inscribed through reiterations of supplements,
arresting the open secret of atopia.
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