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1.The uniqueness of a work of art is inseparable from its being imbedded in the
fabric of tradition. This tradition itself is thoroughly alive and extremely
changeable. An ancient statue of Venus, for example, stood in a different
traditional context with the Greeks, who made it an object of veneration, than
with the clerics of the Middle Ages, who viewed it as an ominous idol. Both of
them, however, were equally confronted with its uniqueness, that is, its aura.
Originaly the contextual integration of art in tradition found its expression in
the cult. We know that the earliest art works originated in the service of a
ritual — first the magical, then the religious kind. It is significant that the
existence of the work of art with reference to its aura is never entirely
separated from its ritual function. In other words, the unique value of the
“authentic” work of art has its basis in ritual, the location of its original use
value.

2.Many artists now see their role as sounding the alarm, and have felt the need to
alter the direction of their art so that it is more socially and environmentally
defined. Such artists incarnate different ideals and a different philosophy of life.
Performance artist Guillermo Gomez-Pefia states, for example, “Most of the
work 1’'m doing currently comes, | think, from the realization that we're living
in a state of emergency. | feel that more than ever we must step outside the
strictly art arena. It is not enough to make art. ” In asimilar vein, Chicago artist
Othello Anderson states: “Carbon and other pollutants are emitted into the air
in such massive quantities that large areas of forest landscapes are dying from
the effects of acid rain. Recognizing this crisis, as an artist | can no longer
consider making art that is void of moral consciousness, art that carries no
responsibility, art without spiritual content, art that places form above content,
or art that denies the state of the very world in which it exists. ”



