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The most conspicuous characteristic of nineteenth-century European architecture isits
diverse use of historic styles. It differs from earlier periods not because architects had
previously avoided reviving historic forms, but because of the broad range of styles
from which the nineteenth-century architects could choose. The Picturesque
movement had stimulated interest in a great variety of architecture, both western and
exotic, and during the nineteenth century architecture became increasingly
comprehensive, so that architects were better informed than ever about the
architecture of the past. However, there was no consensus as to the most desirable
style for architects to follow: for instance, one town hall might be modelled on a
Classical temple, evoking the noble aspects of Greek civilisation, while another might
be based on a Flemish cloth-hall, suggesting parallels with the industrial and
mercantile prosperity of the Middle Ages.
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