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Much of Arman’'s focus in recent decades was on public art, and his
cumulative process easily lent itself to monumental outdoor works. Among
his best-known public sculptures are Long Term Parking (1982), a stack of
59 cars embedded in concrete on the outskirts of Paris, and Espoir de Paix
(Hope for Peace), a giant stack of tanks and other military vehicles that he
created in Beirut in 1995. Although heis not usually cited as an influence on
recent art, some of the most prominent contemporary artists, including Jeff
Koons, Damien Hirst and Matthew Barney, use esthetic strategies pioneered
by Arman. ( Rubinstein, Raphael. 2005, Dec. “Arman, 1928-2005", Art

in America, 168.)
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The term installation art has been used increasingly since the 1960s to
denote temporary, site-specific artworks designed to surround or interact
with the spectator and/or extant architecture in a given exhibition space.
Formal and conceptua precedents are most often traced to Dadaist and
Surredlist exhibitions of the early twentieth century or to the
“environments’ and “Happenings’ of the late 1950s and early 1960s when
artists in western Europe and the United States sought to redefine the role
and function of the work of art, rejecting the formalist paradigms and
market-oriented production governing more traditional media such as easel
painting and freestanding sculpture and embracing the possibilities that
ephemeral materials and staged performances could offer.



