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Conservation is an expression of different cultural values attached to buildings by
different societies. However, European experiences have become a reference standard
adopted around the world in the protection of historic monuments. Conservation
principles that are firmly based on Western cultural and architectural values cannot be
viewed as international dogma and equally applicable to East Asian architecture. For
conservation programs to be effective in East Asian societies, conservation should be
implemented on the basis of the unique value and aesthetic sense of East Asian culture
and architecture, rather than on the ‘universal’ values that characterize so much Western
culture.
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