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What is (a) mise-en-scene? The term normally trandlates into English as a
combination of what we mean by staging and setting. The French noun mise has
active, participial meaning (laying, placing, putting), and there are many similar
idioms (mise en train, starting ). It is used often in the fields of fashion and interior
decoration, and by extension, to make a mise of a scéne is to lay it out, to give it
style, to display it and state its mode or fashion. Mise-en-scéne also describes
directing as the placing of a script into the scene, onto a stage-- staging or
trandating or realizing it, speaking theatrically. (Speaking cinematically,
mise-en-scene is a common French term for film directing. Irrelevant here is the
gpecia cinematic usage of mise-en-scene that originated with André Bazin:
directing within the shot by moving camera, actors, and focus, as opposed to
directing by cutting film, called montage.)
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